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Cochlear Implants
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A Native Community that enjoys physical,
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Community to achieve wellness through
health and related services.
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What happens next?

If you are a canidate for a cochlear implant, it will
take several office visits, hard work, and time to

learn to use the new hearing device. o
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A cochlear implant is a surgical device that helps
profoundly deaf and severely hard of hearing
people hear sounds when hearing aids do not
work for them.

The exterior piece fits like a hearing aid behind
the ear; the interior piece is placed in the inner
ear during surgery.

The exterior piece picks up sound and sends it
across the skull to the interior piece, this way the
sound avoids the damaged part of the ear.

If hearing aids do not work well, both children
and adults may be able to get a cochlear implant.
Children must be at least 1 year old. Adults must
go through testing to see if a cochlear implant
will help them.

To see if a cochlear implant will help, you will:

Meet with an audiologist (hearing specialist)
for hearing tests and to talk about the cochlear
implant.

Wear hearing aids for four to six months.

Meet with an ear, nose, and throat (ENT) doctor
for a medical check-up, x-rays, and to talk about
the surgery.



